
Docket C1crW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 I ,  Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 

79 (MARAD-2003-16248] - 
Dear Sir: 

Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s =quest to transfer the 
fifteen MSP operating agreements from US. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to US.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense seal& for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

As a member of the Seafarers’ International Union (SKI) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about mewing and the &me of the vesseIs in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MIL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital asse& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships perfomring defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to emure our jobs and the fitme of the program. 

ARer nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operathg 
agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to ensure our fhture and that of the p r o w .  

a* Sincerely, 

Name: 
Address: 



Docket C1crldlJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Dep-ent of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
fMzQRAD-2OO3-16248) 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 

fifteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to US.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (IMAIUD) to approve the MLL‘s request. 

As a member of the Seafarers’ htemational Union (SILJ) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is Vitally important to me and my fellow Seafaem that this matter 
come to a close. Transfening the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the fume of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Ma~ix~c and nationaldefense seaTiR. 

M U  is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to mady Maersk ships perfomring defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is  the best way to ensure our jobs and the htme of  the program. 

~ - 

ARer nearly eleven months of debate the time bas come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve &e application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements &om USSM to MLL in order to ensure our future and that of the program. 

- 
Name: 

c 
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Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
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Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk‘s request to transfer the 

fifteen MSP operating agreements fiom US. Ship Management o- It is important to US.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MAEUD) to approve the MLL‘s request. 

As a member of the Seafarers’ Jntemational Union (Sliu) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafaers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the fbture of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seakers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships petforming defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the future of the program. 

strongly urge MARAO quickly to approve the applkation to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to ensure our future and that of the program. 

. _  

After nearly eleven months of debate the t ime has come to brhg this matter to closure. I 
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Support for Maersk Line's Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
~ARAD-2003-1 62481 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk's request to transfer the 

fifteen MSP operating agreements fiom US. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to UX-  
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL's request. 

for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the furure ofthe vessels in the program that are critical to the US- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets. and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment oppomnities for seaf'arers. The SW is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the fiture of the program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly mge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements fiom USSM to MUI in order to ensure our kmre  and that of the program. 

As a member of the Seafarers' International Union (SI[u) that provides unlicensed crew 

Sincerely, 



Docket C1er’dU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W, 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
[MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer thc 

fifteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important 10 US.-  
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defmse sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewhg and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL 1s a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment oppomnities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, hstead of through a middle-man 
Iike USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the future of the program. 

strongly urge MARAD quickly to appmve the application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements from USSM to MLL in order 10 ensure our future and that of the p r o m .  

As a member of the Seafaen’ International Union (Snr) that provides unlicensed crew 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address: 

. .  
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Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depanmznt of Transponation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreemeats 1MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir; 

I am writing to express snong suppon far Maersk Line, Limited’s W L )  rquest to 
transfer the fifreen Maritime Securiry Program (MSP) operaring agreemenrs from U.S. Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). It is imponant to US.-flag shipping, narional security, and the srabiliry 

~~ and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
scrve aboard rhc vessels, I believe ir is virally imponant rhar rhis mancr come M a close. The 
crews on board these vessels wanr - in facr need - cenainry about who will be rhr vessel 
operator. Transferring the vessel operating agreemcnnrs ro MLL provides rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the furure of the vessels in h e  program that are critical to the U.S.-flag 
mcrchanr marine and national defense sealifr. 

MLL is a respected commercial operaror thar provides vital assets and systems needed IO 

meer defense sealift requiremenrs, including employmenr opportuniries for seafarers. 
Sueiimlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-thud of rhe MSP 
fleer. is crirical 10 milirary sealift and U, improved commcrcial operations by MI-1. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-fiag fleet performing milirary missions. 

Transporrarion Command. This maner has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002, 
In the inrervening time, Congress h a s  made significant progress on a reaurhonzed MSF. 
Imponanrly, both the House and h e  Senare bills, currently being debared in a house-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permimng exacdy rhe sump urrungemenr as sought by MLL in its 
applicarion to MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this maner will adversely impacr seafarers, 
military sealift, and rhe MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportllniry to 
review the issues, comment on the matrer, and discuss with the Departmenr and rhe agency, the 
time has come to bring this maner to closure. I srrongly urge MAFUD to approve the 
applicarioIi ro Transfer the MSP operating agree 
stabiliry and reliability back to MSP. 

The aansfer application has been smngly supponed by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

to MLL in order to bnng 



Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC.20590 

Support for Mae& Line’s Request for Transfir of MSP Operaling Agreements 
~ARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 

fifteen MSP operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship Management (USSM)- It is important to U-S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and refiability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to Mu provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the hture o f  the vessels in the program that are critical to the U S -  
flag Merchant Marhe and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets’ and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafixers The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the fum of the program. 

strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to tmasfer the MSP operating 
agreements fiom USSM to Mu. in order to ensure our f h r e  and that of the program. 

As a member of the Seafarets’ Xntmational Union (SKI) that provides unlicensed crew 

. _  

After nearly eIeven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to dosure. I 

Name: 
Address : 



Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC.20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
WARAD-2003-162481 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 

fifkeen MSP operating agreements from U S  Ship Management (USSM)- It is important to US- 
flag shipping, national securify, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

As a member of the Seafaters’ Manational Union (SIU) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a cfose. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to ML.L provides the long-term 
certainty about mewing and the funue of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets’ and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafbrers. The SIU is 
proud to provide lmlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the future of the program. 

. -  

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operatkg 
agreements from USSM to MLL in order KO ensure our furure and that of the p r o m .  

Name: 

i 



Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC.20590 

Support for Maersk Line's Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
--2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk's request to traTlsfer the 

fifteen MSP operating agreements fiom U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to US- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and retiability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MNb4.D) to approve the MLL's request. 

for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to Mu provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the funrre of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defease sealift. 

M U  is a respected commercia1 operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafiren. The SW is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Mae& to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the fiture of the program. 

strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the appIication to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements from USSM to MLL h order to ensure our f i n e  and that of the program. 

As a member of the S e d a w '  lhtemational Union (SKI) that provides unlicensed crew 

. -  

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 

Sincerely, bk 
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Docker C 1 a W . S .  DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamenr of Transportation 
400 Seventh Sucer, S.W. 
Washington, DC 2OS90 

+2026385368 T-051 P.003/003 F-016 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Applicacioa for Approval of Proposed Troasfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements (MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

1 am writing to express strong suppofl for Mxrsk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operaring agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is imponant to US.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the srabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealifr for rhe Maritime Ahnisrration ( M W )  IO approve the MLL 
applicarion. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Associarion (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally imponant that this mncc comc to a close. Thc 
crews on board rhcsc vcsscls wan1 - in fact need - cenabry about who will be rhe vessel 
operaror. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-rem! cenainty 
about crewing and the furure of the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial opaaror that provides viral assets and systems needed to 
mea defense sealift requiremenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining rhe management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-hrd of the MSP 
fleer, is critical to milirary sealift and to improved commercial ophtions by MLL. Approval of 
the applicarion will eliminare duplicarive management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessltIs wirh that of Maenk’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with rhc agency since November 2002. 
Ln rhe intervening time, Congress has made significan~ progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, both the House and rhe Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, C O C I T ~ ~ ~  provisions permitting exucrly rhe same arrungm“ as soughr by MLL in its 
applicarion IO MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
milirary sedifr, and the MSP p~ogram. 

Afief nearly eleven months of debaie, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, commenf on the matter, and discuss with the Dcpmment and the agency, the 
rime has come IO bring this matter to closure. I s6ongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicarion to transfer The MSP operating agreements from USSM IO MLL in order to bring 

. .  

The transfer application has been snongly supported by mantime labor and rhe U.S. 

srabiliry and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 

Name: 
Address: 
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Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 

Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Docket NO. MARAD-2003-1 6248 

Dear Sir 
I am w-riting to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s PILL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to US.-flag shipping, national security, and the stibilirj 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the .MLL 
application. 

As a crewmember serving on one of the vessels involved, it is vitally important that chis 
matter come to a close. The crews on board these vessels want certainty about who Will be the 
vessel operator. Tranqferring the vessel operating ameements to IlvlLII. provides th: long-term 
certainty about mewing and the hture ofthe vessels in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

Mu is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. Continued 
indecision in this matter is adversely impacting my fbture employment opportunities, miIim-y 
sealift and the MSP program. 

strongly urge MARAD to approve the application to -fer the MSP operating ageements 
from USSM to 

Mer nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 

in order to bring stability and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 

Name: 
Address: 

. .. 



Docket C1eMU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department o f  Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
WARAD-2 003 - 162481 

~ ~ __ - -  ____ ~- ~ 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly suppon Maersk’s request to transfer tho 

fif’teen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important ro U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL.3 request. 

As a member of the Seafartrs’ International Union (SIU) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MU provides the long-term 
certainty about cnwing and the hnue of rhe vessels in the program that arc critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL 1s a respected comercial  operator that provides vital ass& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealiA requirements, including employment opportunities for seafi”. The SKJ is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew ro many Macrsk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the hture of the program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the applicatioa to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements h m  USSM to MU, in order IO ensure our fim and that of the p r o w  

Sincerely, 

Name: 
Address : 

7 



Docker C1erWu.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Narsif Building 
Department of Transponation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Suppon for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
-2003 - 162481 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who suongly suppon Maersk’s request to transfer the 

fiAeen MSP operating agreements fram U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to US.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reiiability of defense sealift for the 
M3nhme P.&nhhation (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

As a member of the Seafmn’ International Union (SXU) that provides unlicensed c r c ~  
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about cnwhg and the hture of the vessels in the program that are nitical to the 0,s.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealiff. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital asse& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift r e q u h e n t s ,  including employment oppomnities for seafhzs. “he SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middte-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the h m  of the program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements fiom USSM to M U  in order co ensure our future and that of the program. 



Docket C1erMU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transponation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line's Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
[MARAD-2003 - 162481 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly suppon Maersk's request to transfer the 

frAeen MSP operating agreements &om U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL's request. 

As a member ofthe Sed's' International Union (Sxu)  that pmvida unIiceascd crcw 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MU provides the long-term 
certainty about crcwing and the fbture of rhe vessels in the program that arc critical to the U.S.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MU is a respected commercial operator that provides vital asst& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarm. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Macnk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of though a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the future of the program. 

After nearly elevcn months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to appmve the application ro transfer the MSP operahg 
agreements &om USSM to M U  in order KO ensure our future and that of the program. 

. . . -  . .  



Docket Clerkn1.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department o f  Transportation 
400 Seventh Stm% S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line's Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
m - 2  003 - 16248 J 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk's request to transfer thc 

fifteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (h4AFUD) to approve the MLL's request. 

As a member of the Seafatcrs' International Union (SILT) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Sed' that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MU provides the long-term 
certainty about crewkg and the &Cure of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marhe and national defense sealift. 

Mu is a respected cotll[neTcial operator that provides vital ass& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Macrsk ships pe&orming defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
Iike USSM, is the best way to ensure ow jobs and the fututt of the p r o w .  

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the applicatioa to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements h m  USSM to MLL in order IO ensure our fim and thar of the program. 
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October 6 ,  2003 

Docker C l e r W  S DOT Dockeb 
Room FL-401, Nassif Building 
Dcpamnenr of Transponarjon 
400 Sevenrh Suecr, S W 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicatioa for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements (MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir. 
1 am wriring IO express suor'rg supporr for Maersk Line, Limired's (MLL) request to 

transfer rhe fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operaring agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is imponant to US.-flag slupping, national security, and the siabiliry 
and reliabdiry of defense sealift for rhe Maritime Admrnisrration ( M W )  10 approve thc MLL 
applicarion. 

As a Marine Engmeers' Beneficial Association (MEBA).Officer who c a n  serve and/or do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is vitally imponant that WS marrcr comc to a close. Thc 
crews on board rhcsc vcsscls wanr - in fact need - ccrrainry abour who will be h e  vessel 
operator. Transferring [he vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-rem cenainry 
abour crewing  and rhe future of the vessels in  !he program thar are cnlical to the U.S -flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respecred commercial operaror thar provides viral asseG and sysrems needed IO 
meer defense sealif? requiremenrs, including e m p l o y "  oppormniries For seafarers. 
Srreamlimng rhe managemenr of rhe fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of the MSP 
fleer, is critical ro milirary sealifl and ro improved commercial operanons by MLL. Approvd of 
the applicarion will eliminare duplicarive management strucwes and more closely inregrare the 
managemenr of these vessels with rhar of Maersk's U.S.-flag fleer performing military missions. 

Transponarion Command. This maner has been pending wkh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening rime, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Lmponanrly, both the H o u e  and the Senate bills, currently being dcbared in a House-Senate 
conference, coarain provisions pcrminng exacrly rhe same arrangemenr as soughr by MLL in i t s  
applicarion IO MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this marrer will adversely impacr seafarers, 
milirary sealifi, and !he MSP program. 

AfRf nearly eleven monrhs of debare, where all concerned have had an oppanunity IO 
review rhe issues, comment on rhe matter, and discuss with the Depmmenr and the agency, the 
rime has  come 10 bring &is marrer to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve rhc 
applicarion to transfer rhe MSP operaring agreements from USSM [o M L L  in order to bring 

' 

The transfa applicarjon has been strongly supported by manrime labor and rhe U.S. 



Docket C1erkN.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
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Washington, DC 20590 

Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
[MARAD-2003- 162481 

Dear Sir: 

Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 
fifteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the fbture of the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. The SlU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. AIlowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the fbture of the program. 

strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to ensure our fiture and that of the program. 

As a member of the Seafarers’ International Union (SIU) that provides unlicensed crew 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 

Sincerely, c 
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Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating Agreements 
[MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 
fifteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reliability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL’s request. 

As a member of the Seafarers’ International Union (SIU) that provides unlicensed crew 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term 
certainty about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unlicensed crew to many Maersk ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the future of the program. 

strongly urge MARAD quickly to approve the application to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements from USSM to MLL in order to ensure our future and that of the program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 

S inc ere1 y, 



Docket C1em.S.  DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
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Support for Maersk Line’s Request for Transfer of MSP Operating AgrccdcnB 
--ZOO3 - 16248 J 

Dear Sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Maersk’s request to transfer the 

fidteen MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Management (USSM). It is important to US- 
flag shipping, national security, and the stability and reiiabiiity of defense sedift for the 
Maritime Administration m) to approve the M U ’ S  request 

& a member of the ScaEarcrs’ International Union (SLU) that provides unlicensed cffw 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seafarers that this matter 
come to a close. Transferring the vessel operating agreements to MU provides the long-term 
certainty about crewin3 and the hture of the vessels in the program that arc critical to the US.- 
flag Merchant Marine and national defense scalift. 

Mu is a respected commucial operator that provides vital ass& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rrquirCments, including employment oppormnities for seafarers. The SKJ is 
proud to provide unlicensed c m  to many Mac& ships performing defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. AUowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of though a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure our jobs and the fururt of the program. 

t 

After nearly elevcn months of debate the time has come to bring this matter to closure. I 
strongly urgc MARAD quickly to approve the appLidoa to transfer the MSP operating 
agreements h m  USSM to M U  in order to ensure our fim and that ofthe p m w  

Address: 

h 
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Support for Matrsk Line’s Request for T I X U S ~ ~ X ~ M S P  Operating Agreements 
[MARAD-2OO3- 162481 

Dear sir: 
Please add my name to those who strongly support Macrsk‘s request to transfer the 

liftem MSP operating agreements from U.S. Ship Managmeat (USSM). It is important to U.S.- 
flag shipping, national security, md the stability and reIiability of defense sealift for the 
Maritime Administration (UARAD) to appve  the U ’ s  request. 

As a member of the S#hers’ hremationd Union (SI“) that provides unlicensed cscw 
for the vessels involved, it is vitally important to me and my fellow Seaf;uers that this matter 
come to a close. Transf-g the vessel operatin8 agreements to M U  provides the long-term 
certainty about &g and the fume of the vessels in the program that are critical to the U.S.- 
flag MeTchaut Marine pad national defeme sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital ass& and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift raquircmedts, including employment oppemmities for seafarers. The SIU is 
proud to provide unliccnsad crew ro many Maersk ships p d d n g  defense missions, not just 
those in MSP. Allowing Maersk to directly operate these ships, instead of through a middle-man 
like USSM, is the best way to ensure ourjobs and the fiture of the program. 

ssrongly urge - W W  qukkl.y ta approve the appJication to m s f w  the MSP owrating 
agreements from USSM to MIL in ordar to ensure our fim md LM of the p p m .  

After nearly slwm RIQU~~S of debat: the time has come to brbg + ~ s  matter to closure. I 

! 

I 

. -  


